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Crafismanship A precise technique of colouring jewels features in @ modern collection inspired by archival wing designs. By Kate Youde

Chaumet
revives enamel
to rework a
historicmotif =

he American sculptor Ger-
trude Vanderbilt Whitney
bought a platinum tiara
from Chaumet’s boutique in
London's New Bond Strect
101910, Craftedin the French jeweller's
workshop a couple of years previously,
the jewel featured a pair of wings made
from blue translucent
enamel, and 500 bril-
liant-cut and 706
rose-cut diamonds. /
Morc than a cen-
tury on, this piece s
the inspiration %
behind nine trans- %
formable high jewel- %,
lery designs being 3,
unveiled in Paris on Mon- @
day. The wing-themed
Envol capsule is what cl;z

il

of power, freedom and love but that the
art nouveau movement was “crowded by
creatures with wings, especlally fairies,
Valkyries, griftins, chimeras [and]
elves”, which invited “journeys into
dreams”. Customers for Chaumet's wings
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
were often fond of the music of Richard

‘Wagner, composer of Ride of  in which enamel is applied incells but ~ Clockwise from right: American
the Valkyrles, headds.  there is no backing so Ilun shines m.lm.- Gertrude Vanderbilt
\. Billofr says Joseph through in a similar way & d Envol h;and
. Chanmen TRt glast indow. “What was Incredible  neckiaces an 1810 tiara from the
& reflecting the taste _ about the Vanderbilt example s that  archives; gem-setting; and the
of the poriod, but _foseph Chaumet found awayto ... give plique-Ajour enamelling
that the volume of 2 bombé effect similar to real stones,”  "%e mermieeny o
 his creations shows  says Corsini, adding that he recefved a

patent for the achlevement of sculpting
enamel in a rounded shape like 2 cabo-
chon.

designs included necklaces
be

withapairof et brand has

the

‘brooch

nd

Corsini,
Chaurnet, believes to be the Srands
first entire jewellery collection in
enamel.

allowfor a colour gradient.

tiaras and aigrettes with diamond-set
Corsini describes this G4

wings. Such pieces were popular as 2
wl:dding presen; Empres Eugéale of
used In high-end watch

Chaumet, founded in 1780. The earliest
example of the motif among the more

Victoria

Eugenie, « platinum and dtamond

winged tiara on her marriage to King
X 1906,

dials — as “one of the
most incredible repre-

jewellery in the
house’s archive is a drawing dating from
around 1810 of a tiara with two bird
wings at its centre, according to
Thibault Billoir, archive curator at

Alf
Whitney, who later founded the Whit-
ney Museum of American Art in New
\roxh.lmdmlnrha-wmgedumln
131

of precious
savolr faire”, And it was one
that required “very advanced '}
Jewellery knowhaw’, shesays.
After hand ng the metal,

P
Forthe whitegold designainits

of blue pigment (a pow-

kiln at a temperature of 750-800
degrees centigrade after cach layer.

¢, When the desired depth of colour

was achieved, the enamel was
polished and a transparent fin-
{sh applied. The gradlient effect
was only achieved after much
3 testing, "Because it is manually

done, to repeat it Is quite diffi-
‘cult,” says Corsinl. The house

lled ol

worn with its pair of 22cm-long enamel
‘wings, composed of individual feathers
with tips set with brilliant-cut pavé dia-
monds, or withaut them to put the focus

13.92-carat pear-shaped sap-

artisan who was a winner in
the Meilleur Ouvrier de
France, a competition for
craftspeople, to oversee the
. application of the enamel.

The design that posed the biggest
technical challenge was a tiara that

phire. The wings o

can also be
detached and g3
worn  as S
brooches, or /S¥ Tty
attached toan ~ .
enamel and dia-

The other new designs include a pavé
diamond necklace featuring a 10.96-
carat cushion-cut spphire, two pairs of
earrings, two cocktail rings and two
brooches. A clock can be placed on a
- table or worn as a
Ege pendant on 2
pearl, enamel
and diamond
e satitoir. Rounded

"' wings hugthe dial.
cmml says the col-
lection's wings are not identical so as “to

mond stem to create a mask for a ball.
*“With this piece that is certainfy auda-
dmumdalm.hbitu'ny ‘we wanted

hu.;h-e-nh‘tgm,hb,md d:r‘_)_- chosen to sap- gveasenseof naturalism”.

Inikeeping with the theme of freedom
it :

Chaumet.
- The motif reached the height of its
opularity ¢ the Belle Epoque this was due Lo its size — the bigger a

colourful designs with a cushion cut
sapphire. Two platinum rings have a
bluesapphire of 5.57 carats and 4.24

carbon and carré-cut, pavé-set
diamonds.

were cach applied by brush and
‘blended into a gradienton the wings of

plece, the harder it is to apply the
enamel in a consistent way — and its
tiara can be

rezlly to

| Contemporary jewellers gain
more ground at Tefaf art fair-

Santi Jewels joined Tefaf last year

30

as natural pearls

man unexpected” way,

market, restored and offered for sale
once more. This year’s highlight is 2
transformable diamond neckiace from

also regularly invite loyal collectors,
who take great pleasure in discavering
our creations in the context of the fair,
where their artistic dimension and
enduring appeal are even more evi-
dent”

Bridging history and modernity also
appeals to Krishna Choudhary, a 10th-
‘generation jeweller and founder of Santi
Jewels, whose work blends Mughal
motifs withmodern materials, "Histon-
ans were

grains, requiring laboratory verifica-
tion.

craftsmanship, while modern jewellery
collectars were captivated by the histor-

The rigour of th lends  ical depth," hesays.
exhibitors a distinct credibility. “Visi-  For the newj Joining this year,
tors come with knowledge, and that Lhc fair al.so offers practical business
kind of audience Is invaluable,” says whole-
Christian H etle, i d afairisa
tion tolead the Munich-based jewellery rmddle ground,” says Cora Sheibani,
house. Having continu- not o open

ously since 1997 — a period during
which his parents infused the brand
with a more erudite, Bauhaus-inspired
aesthetic — the fair has become part of
“For us, it

hasshaped not only vsibiiy, bt also
the ¥

2 permanent store, citing financial and
security constraints, as well s a desire
toremain flexible.

At Tefal, she will present existing col-
lections, including her recent Facets and
Forms, which explores 3 wide range of

For Nicolas Luchsinger, chief execu-
tive of Buccellati, no other fair offers
such breadth of wares. “One can acquire
art, Old Master paint

me €tS scmm of the bee caratsrespectively, with channel-set,
ek e |
fringed ' :
i y2.The channel- diamond ‘
fantasy ey e ot
b S i : Event The Maastricht
matifofabee. Thebrand fintfeatured  Chromaticlegacy show aims to appeal to
Dior’slatesthighjewellery collection, | 2008, which was 'Mgznndboldcr‘ jewellery collectionduringtiawte. | more histo rically
Couture WeekinParisnext weekthat | .
showcases inging BelleDioris 2 1o Monroe, with the celebratescolourthroughrare | CUTIOUS Collectors,
dlamondsand gems. The 10 -
i e 79| Eoection . piecsolLegicyofColour | By Milena Lazazzera
dingtoth Among | b ~ fourpairsof
artiticdirector Victoirede Casteflane’s  business’ growth. } earrings, tworings, | The European Fine Art Falr, better
57 colourful designsis the Soleil Céleste | knownas Tefal, h
set, whichinclades abibnecklace | Mggimls of twobracelets — the pre-eminent fair for Old Masters.
comprisingyellow diamonds, and star | on includepurplish | But over the past five years, a series of
1d "’;{ pink,orangeand strategic shifts has made clear that a
£ / greenbluediamonds. | younger generation of collectors is
C which | Ani8-caratpinkgold | increasinglyin focus
‘canbe turned intoa chioker; aring, a morethan 144 carats of 2341-carat Amang the changes s the expanded
pairof earrings, and a brooch that can diamonds. The design, Padparadscha Ceylon space devoted to contemporary jewel-
heh: o lourblend | lers, who g
S Saint k—sctwith tertals and design | I
Winter rarities | Honord, Paris, during Couture fancy pink and white diamonds. often i direct dialogue with historical
The New La Vieille next week, 18.29-carat | Another .38-carat ‘ precedents,” according to Will Korner,
Tiffany hion-cut fancy yell near Tefaf's head of fairs. This approach
&Coat the Winter' diamond, Th dedab - pinkand | 'sbroader ambition
ytod: o b- which | topresent important works from across
the175-year-old business, whichis total 126 carats. The placement ofthe X | cul
dart, antiques . A diamond landmark | only Old Masters and antiques, but also
d f e jude | thatth h De Beers London opened its largest | Chinese porcelain, Mughal paintings,
f- rf: boutique worldwide last week Themew | Venetian glass, and 20th- and 21st-cen-
black jade bracelet with 2 14-caratgol o h s |y
sprunghmgcbyﬂsa Peretti (c. 1980). Starsin gold third standalone store in the French | Unlike London, Paris or New York —
VanCleef & capital floorsola where comparable events may also
Jean di Y | attract the casually curious — Maas.
1965). ffany [ time. Twelve I Paix. Itincludes rooms o hust | tricht appeals largely to professional
highlightsinclude designs —onefor | exbibitionsandevents,aswellasrctail | collectars, Last year's fair drew more
aVictorian f U space. The decor than 50,000 visitors, a 15 per cent
butterfly brooch of thewestern brand's British heritageand Increase on 2024, th below
with tremblant zodiac—feature | connectionsto the diamond-mining | the 75,000 attendees recorded before
wingsset with smaller versions of Namibiaand
sapphiresand theyellowgold | SouthAfrica There is a wall of Last year, London-based jeweller
rubiesinsilver medals the kimberlite: the host rock in which Santi and US-based Ana Khouri joined
andgold. Frenchjeweller | diamonds are found the far The upcoming edicionn March
launchedin . Il sce th of jewel
Roman . 2021 Thereverse | Contemporary voices | lers Cora Sheibani, Fernando Jorge,
remvention sides show the The Goldsmiths’ Fair will show new | René Boivin and Dries Criel, all whom

Bulgari’slatest collection,
Bvlgari Eternal, launching on

work by British canternporary jewellers

symbols for the signs
JoHayes Ward, Jacqueline Cullen and

andthecorresponding dates

will join brands long associated with
Tefaf, suchas Buccellati, Hemmerle and
VanCleel & Arpels.

While Tefal atracts the deep-pack-

‘Because Maastricht is not
easy to reach, only
gemunely passionate

i attend’

asan cxhnmor fs far lmm suaightfor

Korner says fewer than half of all
applicants are accepted. A committee
more than 200 muscum

professionals and Independent special

| Istsexamines every object destined for

display. fewellery faces additional scru-
tiny, with all mounted diamonds and
coloured gemstones — rubles, sapphires
aver two carats, as well

February . [ | Emmeline Hastings at Collect art faiz in
desgi ) & s London February 26 March 1 This year
1 | IsHayes Ward's20thasajeweller While | etedcl
ﬁmmpmofmhm‘fmm.whm ither a 0cmor 70¢ hain, Zod inlyn |
icker”,isa dVanCleef& Arpels  gold, sheis developinganewcollection | ward.
fm"‘"*‘l’. 1950s. | of castaluminium designs for the event. |
Thisvintage piece has een reimagined il Cullenwill explore the clemental power
inanewyellowgoldnecidace.aring s Tradition recast 1d
bracelet, a pair of earrings and an ear Boodles i by lce, while Hastings
ufl. T for. f-a kind will present work that s made using her
ongsid hi ique of embedding |
ph nextmonth. Trioswaps rullu elementsinto hand-carved
poncho-style jewels, whichareerafted  the traditional hofachunky o
from yellowgold, black diamond-like  gold ring featuringa family crest for KmVoudn I' apdeneis
4 4 ‘ ‘

ings, Art Deco furniture ar Chinese snuff
boxes all in one place,” he says. “And
because Maastricht is not easy Lo reach,
only genuinely passionate connoisseurs
attend. Being both a jeweller and a sil-
versmith makes Buccellati especially
appealing to this clientele, which we
don’talways reach in our stores.

“We have clients who only shop at
Tefal”

Antwerp-based Dries Criel takes 2
simllar approach. Alongside his core
pieces, he will unveil a one-of-a-kind
creation intended to “offer a proper
appreciation of the wide spectrum of
my creative universe,” he says, adding
that forging relationships will matter
more than immediate sales.

Ty Murphy, a lawyer and fine art spe
clalist, sees ewellery at Tefaf as a stra
tegic moat™ *While (Art] Basel and
anc own the ‘conceptual’ and the
‘now’, Tefaf owns the pedigree,” he says.

"By placing a contemporary ring next to
A17th-century still life, the fair is‘muse
um fying’ jewellery — signalling that
this {5 not merely a luxury good, but a
Dlece of history that happens o be new.”

“We're seeing the death of the
‘siloed’ collector.” Murphy adds. “Peo-
ole don't just buy in one category any
more
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